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Volunteer Information Pack and Application Form

Welcome to Damhouse
Thank you for showing an interest in becoming a volunteer at Damhouse.
As a charity we desperately need as much help as possible from volunteers to: -
· raise awareness of the heritage and history of the house
· support our fundraising events
· to keep our grounds tidy and colourful
Heritage is very important to Damhouse. It is a Grade 2* listed building and it is in a conservation area. The house has had three lives – as a manor house from the 1500s, as the administration block for a hospital from the late 1890s to the 1990s and Morts Astley Heritage Trust (MAHT) from 1914 to the present day.

At MAHT, we want to preserve and enhance the house for the future.

There is a short long gallery on the top floor; a very unusual feature for a small manor house. There are oak timbers, plaster and lath, homemade bricks and original floorboards.  We conduct guided tours and hold a Heritage Weekend in September each year.
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Alongside Damhouse is a ‘natural’ woodland. Some of the trees are over 300 years old and the large yew is over 500 years old. There are extensive lawned areas with gardens to the front of the house and in the courtyard.  MAHT works hard to maintain these aspects so the public can enjoy the outside spaces.
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MAHT - Board of Trustees
As mentioned earlier, MAHT works hard to maintain Damhouse and the surrounding ancient woodlands so that they may be preserved for generations to come. 
The following chart provides a who’s who of MAHT and sets out how the management of some key specialisms and activities are distributed amongst our Trustees. As a volunteer at Damhouse it is high likely you will work closely with our Trustees and very possibly, depending on your interests, specific skills and experience, support or deliver some of these key activities. 
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How you can help MAHT
As a volunteer you could assist in weeding, planting and pruning the courtyard and front gardens. In the woodland pathways need to be kept clear and brambles and ivy growth need to be managed. Occasionally, trees need to be planted. However, it must be noted that the estate is part of the Astley Conservation Area and almost all trees are covered by Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). This means they cannot be cut, pruned or felled without written permission from the Tree and Woodland Officer for Wigan Council. We currently have one volunteer gardener, but he would welcome the opportunity to share his knowledge of the grounds and your help in maintaining them.

As a volunteer you could also help with cataloguing, assist with guided tours, and prepare artefacts for displays/exhibitions. You will learn more about the history of the house and become part of a cheerful and welcoming team.

As part of our community heritage programme, MAHT also runs several events throughout the year all of which are open to the local community. These events range from Easter Egg Hunts to Music Nights, Plays, Summer Fairs, Christmas Fairs and much more. It is only with the support of volunteers that we can make these events happen. As a volunteer at one of our events you might find yourself setting up or putting away equipment, preparing drinks and food and selling it to visitors, selling raffle tickets and managing bucket collections.

There are volunteering tasks and activities available for a range of skill sets, areas of experience and expertise.  

Why volunteer at Damhouse?
Volunteering at Damhouse offers a unique chance to connect with both history and nature. 
You’ll contribute to preserving and promoting a valuable local heritage site while gaining hands-on experience and developing new skills, from historical research to event planning or woodland maintenance. 
You will have the benefit of volunteering in a beautiful and peaceful setting giving you the opportunity to appreciate nature and heritage at their very best. You will also have the chance to socialise and make new friends as well as work alongside a very friendly, passionate, inclusive and likeminded bunch of people. 
And, if the benefits mentioned above aren’t enough, volunteering at Damhouse is a way to give back to society and the community, ensuring future generations can enjoy this little gem for years to come. Plus, the personal satisfaction and fulfilment from making a tangible difference can be very rewarding.
Just in case you need a little more convincing about the difference you can make here at Damhouse, take a look the pictures overleaf. 

Whatever time or support you can give, however big or small, you really can make a difference. 
	
	
	




Just a few of our brilliant volunteers in action…..
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Examples of the volunteer roles & activities we offer
	Volunteering Type
	Role Examples

	Adhoc 
	Litter picking, raffle prize finders, raffle ticket / tombola sales, bucket collectors, event parking management, event support including food preparation, food and beverage sales, posting flyers

	Adhoc & Regular
	Administration, general building /garden maintenance including housekeeping activities such as cleaning, jet washing, floor polishing

	Regular
	Retail sales, Photographer, Fundraiser, Social Values Coordinator /Lead, Administration, Community / fundraising partnership researcher

	Regular
	Administration, Finance, Payroll & Accounts, Building maintenance, Garden / woodland maintenance

	Regular
	Heritage Speakers, Tour guides



The list above is not exhaustive, so if you have a particular skill set, or feel you can volunteer your time in a different way, please do still get in touch. We are happy to discuss and consider other potential opportunities especially if you feel they may benefit and promote the charity.
Need more info?
If you would like a bit more information about Damhouse, MAHT or the volunteering opportunities that are available to you, speak to Katie, the Office Manager. Just tell Katie that you are interested in becoming a volunteer but would like to understand a bit more about what this means before you commit. Katie will be happy to arrange a convenient date and time so that you may speak with one of the Trustees who will be able to answer any questions you might have.
You can contact Katie by telephone on 01942 876 417 or by email at volunteer@damhouse.net. Alternatively, you can just pop into the MAHT office which is located to the right as you enter the main entrance to Damhouse.  
Ready to get involved now?
Fill out the application form at the back of this pack and return it via email to volunteer@damhouse.net. Alternatively, you can just print the application form off and submit it by hand directly into the MAHT office in Damhouse. 
If more convenient, our Office Manager Katie would be happy to print the form for you using our office printer.
Please note that the information contained on the application form will be kept solely for the purposes of managing, and informing you of the outcome, of your application to volunteer at Damhouse. 
What happens next?
One of our Trustees or volunteers will be in touch within 5 working days to discuss your application and how we can make best use of your skills and expertise to support the charity.
If your application to volunteer is unsuccessful, we will get in touch and let you know why this is the case. Unless you tell us otherwise, we may however keep your details on file for a period of up to 6 months just in case other suitable opportunities arise soon.
	
	
	





VOLUNTEER APPLICATION FORM
	Contact Details

	Name:
	

	Address:
	




	Phone No.
	
	Mobile No.
	

	Email Address:
	

	Preferred Method of Contact:
	Email / Text Message / Telephone / WhatsApp

(Delete as appropriate)

	Aged 18 or over
	Yes / No 
	Date & Month of Birth
	



	Experience & Skills

This information will be used match you to an appropriate volunteering role at Morts Astley Heritage Trust (MAHT)

	Please provide details below of any previous or current volunteer experience

	




	What interests you about volunteering at MAHT?

	





	What specialist training or skills do you possess that you are willing to share at MAHT? 
Please also include details of any certificates you might hold e.g. First Aid, Fire Marshal, Food Hygiene, Manual Handling etc

	





	What are some of your interests and hobbies? 

	





	Do you have any physical limitations or medical conditions that you would like to share?

	




	Availability Please check all that apply

	I am available:
	Mornings (Mon – Fri)
	Afternoons (Mon – Fri)
	Evenings (Mon – Fri)

	
	Weekends
	Once a Week
	More than once a Week

	
	One time only
	As Needed
	Other (Provide details below)

	Please provide any further information as required  






	Please use this space as you feel appropriate to support your application to volunteer at MAHT

	





























Please return your completed application by email to volunteer@damhouse.net or print a copy off and hand it into the MAHT office which is situated inside the main entrance at Damhouse.
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